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he first Spanish
governor of La Florida
was Pedro Menéndez
de Avilés, who founded
the first permanent European
settlement at St. Augustine and was
appointed adelantado or governor in
1565.1 The first American governor
of Florida was Andrew Jackson,
who was named military governor
of the Florida Territory in 1821,
after the United States acquired
Florida from Spain.2 Since then,
there have been over fifty governors
of Florida, from Andrew Jackson,
to our current governor, Rick Scott.
But only one governor of
Florida came from Tampa —
Governor Bob Martinez. The
Senior Counsel Section was
honored to welcome Governor
Martinez as the featured speaker
at its October 2017 luncheon.
A true son of Tampa, Bob
Martinez was born on Christmas
day in Tampa. His mother worked
as a seamstress in Ybor City; his
father served as a waiter at the
legendary Columbia Restaurant.
Martinez graduated from the
University of Tampa and then
taught civics in high schools in
Hillsborough County. After earning
a master’s degree in labor and
industrial relations from the
University of Illinois in 1964, he
returned to teach economics at his
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There were few, if any, political
consultants — and there were no
Political Action Committees (PACs)
to help fund a campaign. Early
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